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SUB J : NATO EXERCISE "LOCKED GATE” 

REF: LISBON 553 

1. MEDIA REACTION TO NATO EXERCISE "LOCKED GATE” FOCUSED 
ON COINCIDENCE IN SCHEDULING NATO EXERCISE AT A TIME WHEN 
PORTUGUESE POLITICA IN TURMOIL AND REFERRED TO LAST NATO 
EXERCISE, WHICH ENDED APRIL 25. 

2. STATEMENT JAN 30 BY MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO VITOR 
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TO CANCEL EXERCISE; THAT THE EXERCISE PLANNED "OVER 

TWO YEARS" AGO AND IS A ROUTINE OCCURRENCE, REPORTED BY ALL 

MEDIA. ALVES ALSO STRESSED PORTUGUESE PARTICIPATION IN NATO. 

3. CITING REUTERS REPORT FROM BRUSSELS AS ITS SOURCE 

LISBON MORNING DAILY O SECULO HAD REPORTED JAN 31 THAT SHORE 
LEAVE FOR PERONNEL PARTICIPATING IN EXERCISE POSTPONED 
"TO AVOID DEMONSTRATIONS". SECULO REPORTED, ERRONEOUSLY, 
THAT SHORE LEAVE HAD BEEN SCHEDULED FOR JAN 31. MORNING 
DAILY DIARIO DE NOTICIAS REPORTED SAME DATE ON NON- 
AGGRESSIVE NATURE OF EXERCISE AND CARRIED COMIBERLANT'S 
DENIAL THAT LEAVES HAD BEEN CANCELED. DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
ALSO CARRIED REUTER'S DISPATCH FROM EAST BERLIN IN WHICH 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF WORLD FEDERATION OF COMMUNIST 
UNIONS IS REPORTED TO HAVE ACCUSED NATO OF "HAVING PLANNED 
MILITARY MANEUVERS ALONG COAST OF PORTUGAL AND OF HAVING 
MADE THREATS OF REPRESSIVE MEASURES". 

4. COMMENT: TONE OF PRESS REPORTING, PARTICULARLY IN 
AFTERNOON TABLOIDS, IS ANTI-NATO. AT SUGGESION OF 
MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO VITOR ALVES, IBERLANT IS 
MAKING STATEMENT FOR TELECAST IN NIGHTLY NEWS SHOW JAN 31 
DESCRIBING PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF EXERCISE. ALVES 
BELIEVES STATEMENT WILL HALP CALM PUBLIC OPINION. 
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